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August 24th 2022 

 

By Email Only 

 

Dear Mr White, 

 

2022 IMMAF Youth World Championships, Abu Dhabi, August 2022 

 

UK Lawyers for Israel (UKLFI) is an association of lawyers who support Israel and 

seek to ensure that the rights of Israel and Israelis are respected. Our patrons are some 

of the most eminent lawyers in the UK. 

 

We are writing in connection with breaches of IMMAF rules at the above event. 

 

It has been reported that during the Championships Lebanese competitor Charbel Abou 

Daher refused to compete rather than face an Israeli opponent. 
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“A young Lebanese mixed martial arts fighter has announced his withdrawal 

from the 2022 Youth International Mixed Martial Arts Federation (IMMAF) 

World Championships in the United Arab Emirates (UAE) to shun competing 

with an Israeli opponent.”, Almanar News English, August 18 2022 - 

https://english.almanar.com.lb/1669725 

 

He had the backing (or instruction) of the Lebanese MMA Federation in doing this: 
 

“The official account of the Lebanese MMA Federation shared on their 

Instagram story a post written by a Lebanese news page, which stated that the 

decision was due to “patriotic reasons.”, The 961, August 19 2022 - 

https://www.the961.com/lebanese-charbel-abu-daher-withrawed-from-

championship/ 

 

The news agency of the Lebanese Ministry of Information issued a press release 

praising the action: 
 

“Caretaker Minister of Youth and Sports, George Kallas, said on Twitter: "The 

very Lebanese, Charbel Abou Daher, withdraws from the World Mixed Martial 

Arts Championship so as not to face an Israeli player...This hero knows how to 

raise the name of Lebanon high and win inside and outside the ring...”, National 

News Agency, Republic of Lebanon Ministry of Information, Sunday August 21 

2022 - https://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/en/twitter/558706/kallas-on-charbel-abou-

daher-s-withdrawal-from-wor 

 

Hezbollah Secretary General Sayyed Nasrallah described the action as ‘heroic’: 
 

“His eminence also hailed the Lebanese young athlete Charbel Abou Daher who 

had withdrawn from an MMA competition in UAE to avoid competing with an 

Israeli rival. 

“This heroic stance is one of the resistance facets and confirms that the Lebanese 

resistance is cross-sectarian,” Sayyed Nasrallah said, addressing Charbel and his 

family to express pride of his stance.” Almasirah Media Network, undated, - 

https://english.almasirah.net.ye/post/27835/Sayyed-Nasrallah-Escalation-is-

Inevitable-If-Israeli-Enemy-Will-Deny-Lebanon-s-Maritime-Rights 

 

Hezbollah has been designated a Terrorist Organisation by the United States of America 

and the European Union, and is proscribed as a Terrorist Group in the United Kingdom. 

 

This action was in breach of the following IMMAF statutes: 

 

- Article 2 - Objectives 

- Article 9 - Members’ Obligations 

https://english.almanar.com.lb/1669725
https://www.the961.com/lebanese-charbel-abu-daher-withrawed-from-championship/
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- Code of Ethics 

- IMMAF Equal Opportunities Policy  

- Safeguarding Children and Young People Policy and Guidelines  

- IMMAF Safeguarding Code of Conduct 

 

Breaches by athlete Charbel Abou Daher and/or the Lebanese MMA Federation. 

 

IMAAF Statutes 

ARTICLE 2 OBJECTIVES  
 

1. The objectives of IMMAF are to:  

a) promote and develop the MMA sport at all levels, as a means to contribute to 

the positive development of society in accordance with the principles of the 

Olympic Charter;  

 

Mr Abou Daher’s action was in violation of the Olympic Charter and its inclusive, anti-

discriminatory, principles. 

 

Code of Ethics 

2.1. Integrity and ethical behaviour  

We will behave ethically and act with integrity in all situations, keeping in mind 

that a reputation for integrity is of the utmost importance to IMMAF and its 

objectives.  

 

To boycott an opponent who has earned the right to compete, based solely on a 

characteristic of that opponent is unethical and lacks integrity. 

 

2.2. Respect and dignity  

We will treat everyone with respect, and protect the personal dignity, privacy 

and personal rights of every human being regardless of race, religion, gender or 

political affiliation.  

 

Mr Abou Daher treated his Israeli opponent with a complete lack of respect and 

undermined his dignity in refusing to compete against him. 

 

2.3. Zero tolerance of discrimination and harassment  

We are committed to diversity. There shall be no discrimination connected to 

race, ethnicity, origin, skin colour, nationality, religion, age, gender, language, 

physical appearance, sexual orientation or political opinion, or engagement in 

any kind of verbal or physical harassment based on any of the above-mentioned 

or any other criteria.  
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It could not be clearer that this this provision was breached. Mr Abou Daher’s opponent 

was discriminated against. That discrimination stemmed from his nationality. That 

much is clear and stated. IMMAF must stand behind its commitment to zero tolerance 

of such discrimination or its rulebook will be worthless and the sport will be diminished 

in the eyes of international sport. 

 

2.4. Fair play  

We believe in the importance of sportsmanship, which will guide us at all times 

in all our actions and decisions.  

 

Boycotting a properly drawn opponent because of a characteristic Mr Abou Daher 

personally objected to shows a complete lack of sportsmanship and fair play. If that 

truly guides IMMAF at all times and in all actions and decisions then action will be 

taken against Mr Abou Daher for his behaviour. 

 

IMMAF Equal Opportunities Policy  

IMMAF is committed to taking positive steps to ensure that:  

• all people are treated with dignity and respect, valuing the diversity of all;  

• equality of opportunity and diversity is promoted;  

• services are accessible, appropriate and delivered fairly to all;  

 

If IMMAF is sincere in upholding this equality policy it must take action in a case 

where a player treated a fellow competitor with no dignity or respect, targeted him for a 

characteristic, denied him the opportunity to compete 

 

3 Commitment  

Equality and diversity are central to the work of the International Mixed Martial 

arts Federation (IMMAF).  

 

If equality and diversity truly are central to the work of IMMAF then you will take 

action in this case 

 

3 Commitment (cont.)  

IMMAF will treat all people with dignity and respect, valuing the diversity of 

all. It will promote equality of opportunity and diversity. It will eliminate all 

forms of discrimination on grounds of race, gender, marital status, caring 

responsibilities, disability, gender re-assignment, age, social class, sexual 

orientation, religion/ belief, irrelevant offending background or any other factor 

irrelevant to the purpose in view. IMMAF will tackle social exclusion, 

inequality, discrimination, and disadvantage.  
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If IMMAF is truly committed to eliminating all forms of discrimination it must take 

action against this instance of discrimination during an IMMAF championship. 

 

3 Commitment (cont.)  

For this policy to be successful, it is essential that everyone is committed to and 

involved in its delivery. IMMAF’s goal is to work towards a just society free 

from discrimination, harassment and prejudice. IMMAF aims to embed this in 

all its policies, procedures, day-to-day practices and external relationships.  

 

For this policy to be successful it requires IMMAF to stand by it and uphold it, and not 

to let this breach pass without sanction. 

 

5 Objectives  

IMMAF’s objective is to realise its standards by:  

• Challenging discrimination;  

 

It is for the IMMAF to demonstrate it will uphold this standard by challenging the 

discrimination outlined in this letter. 

 

Safeguarding Children and Young People Policy and Guidelines  

IMMAF Policy Outline  

4. Will not tolerate any form of discrimination and exclusion  

 

In this case there was both discrimination and exclusion; an athlete refused to compete 

with another youth athlete because of a characteristic. 

 

IMMA Safeguarding Code of Conduct for Coaches, Team Leaders and 

Delegation Members  

• to adhere to the following code of conduct.  

• to be bound by the IMMAF Code of Ethics and IMMAF Disciplinary Policy  

 

The Lebanese MMA and the Lebanese MMA officials and coaching staff at the 

championships explicitly bound themselves to this policy and other IMMAF codes and 

policies. They breached them and ought to face sanction for that breach. 

 

 

Other incidents of this kind 

This kind of incident, opponents boycotting Israeli athletes because of their nationality,  

used to be common but has fortunately become rare in recent years. The reason for this 

is that sporting authorities have taken it very seriously. We urge to follow that example 

and root out the discrimination and unsporting behaviour that has emerged in your sport. 

 

Here are some examples of the sporting world taking action in incidents of this sort: 
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- Following a Judo Grand Slam in Abu Dhabi where Israeli athletes were 

discriminated against the organisers were told they would be stripped of the 

event unless they ensured free and equal participation. This was complied with. 

- In October 2019 the International Judo Federation (IJF) confirmed the 

suspension of the Iran Judo Federation from all judo competitions because it 

pressurised Iranian judokas not to fight Israelis. 

- After two Saudi junior players refused to play Israeli opponents at a Youth 

Badminton Championship in Dnipro, Ukraine, Both they and their coach were 

suspended from the game for 6 months by the World Badminton Federation. 

- When Malaysia refused to admit Israeli competitors to the 2019 World 

Paralympic Swimming Championship to be held in that country, the 

International Paralympic Committee (IPC) moved the event to London.  

- When Malaysia refused to let Israeli players attend the World Team Squash 

Championship in their country the World Squash Federation cancelled the event 

rather than let it proceed without the Israeli players. 

 

UKLFI was involved in all of these cases. As you see from the above it is incumbent on 

all sports to take a collective stance to combat this sort of behaviour. That is a 

requirement the IOC Charter and code of Ethics also imposes. 

 

This case is a good illustration of why IMMAF and all organised sports have these 

rules; what should have been a sporting event, where personal endeavour was tested and 

triumphed, has instead been used as an instrument of propaganda in internal Lebanese 

politics, including being adopted to advance the agenda of a proscribed terror 

organisation.  

 

Only by taking appropriate action against Mr Abu Daher, relevant members of the 

Lebanese delegation to the Championship, and the Lebanese IMMAF, can incidents like 

this be prevented in future, and prevent the IMMAF being drawn into national and 

international political issues it has no role in. 

 

Please let us know if you have any questions on the above, otherwise we look forward 

to hearing that action has been initiated in this case and details of its outcome. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Sam Green, Director 

UKLFI 

info@uklfi.com 


